
 
For Immediate Release      Contact: Kristen Bossi 
July 10, 2009        (202) 225-4476 
 
 

Murphy Releases Health Care Poll Results 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congressman Chris Murphy (CT-5) released today the results of a recent 
poll conducted via his e-newsletter, “MurphMail.” As a member of the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee which will be working with President Obama on health care reform legislation in the 
coming weeks, Murphy wanted to hear from his constituents on proposals for changing America’s 
broken health care system.  Over 2,000 people from Connecticut’s Fifth District responded.  The 
results of the poll are as follows: 
 
 
         
1. Do you currently have health care coverage?     
         
 No      89 4.42%
 Yes      1923 95.58%
         
2. If you have health care coverage, how satisfied are you with it?   
         
 Fully satisfied     780 40.02%
 Somewhat satisfied     627 32.17
 Somewhat unsatisfied    388 19.91
 Totally unsatisfied     129 6.62
 Other      25 1.28
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3. If you answered that you are unsatisfied with your current health care coverage, what makes 
it unsatisfactory? 
         
 Health insurance company is hard to deal with.  73 8.89
 I can't see the doctor of my choice.   49 5.97
 Premiums and deductibles are too high.   593 72.23
 Other      106 12.91
         
4. In the list of what stresses your family's or business's budget, where do health care costs 
rank? 
         
 The top of the list.     534 27.09
 Somewhere in the middle.    921 46.73
 It's not a concern for me, or my family, or my business. 444 22.53
 Other      72 3.65
         
5. A component of my vision for reform that lowers costs and creates choice is the creation of a 
public health insurance option. This option would compete with private insurance plans to 
lower cost and would have access to an immediate network of doctors in Connecticut and 
across the country so that it can offer a complete and comprehensive insurance plan from its 
outset. Are you in favor of this type of public health insurance option? 
         
 Yes, I support this concept.    934 46.4
 I don't know, but I want to learn more about this concept. 566 28.12
 No, I do not support this concept.   487 24.19
 Other.      26 1.29
         
6. Health care reform may include a mandate on individuals to buy health insurance, with 
assistance to pay for it; or a requirement on businesses of a certain size to provide coverage 
for their employees, with incentives for doing so; or a shared responsibility between 
individuals and businesses to be covered, with incentives for doing so. Which of these options 
do you prefer? 
         

 
A mandate for individuals to buy health insurance, with 
assistance to pay for it. 308 15.29

 
A requirement on businesses of a certain size to provide 
coverage for their employees, with incentives for doing so. 186 9.24

 
A shared responsibility between individuals and businesses to 
be covered, with incentives for doing so. 839 41.66

 I am opposed to all of the above.   461 22.89
 I don't know.     220 10.92

 
 


