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Dear Sirs,

I am writing today to ask for your help in meeting the growing demand for need-based
home heating assistance in cold weather states. The rapid rise in retail petroleum prices, coupled
with a sluggish economic recovery and an especially harsh winter, has forced many families in
states like mine to seek out additional assistance when it comes to paying their heating bills. As
leaders of the five largest oil and gas companies operating in the United States, I'm hoping you'll
be able to help keep struggling families from going cold this winter.

In my home state of Connecticut, things have grown especially dire this winter. In my
distiict and across the state, average home heating oil prices are up nearly a dollar per gallon
since the beginning of the heating season, a price increase of nearly one-third. 52 percent of
households in Connecticut use home heating oil, making it the largest energy source for home
heating in the state by far.

Tust as alarming, many of the safety net programs that lower-income Connecticut
residents rely on during the winter simply can’t keep pace with demand this season. For the first
time in its 34-year history, Operation Fuel, the statewide energy assistance non-profit, was forced
to stop accepting applications for new aid at the end of February. During the last week of January
this year, Operation Fuel’s fuel banks processed more applications than they did for the entire
month of January 2010. Despite full- or near-full funding of the federal Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) over the last several years, the program will only be able
to cover only about half of home heating costs for the average low-income household this
season At the same time, the program will serve a record-breaking estimated 8.9 million
households nationally.
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Put simply, my constituents and others like them are suffering this winter. While state
agencies and non-profits do their best to stretch available assistance dollars as far as possible, [
am hopeful that your companies can lend a hand and help us weather this especially-difficult
winter heating season. Reports have indicated that your companies have enjoyed substantial and
sustained profits in recent years, suggesting that you have significant capital available to fund
this limited and much-needed agsistance. As concerned corporate citizens, | know you share my
concern for millions of American families struggling during this cold winter.




