
Murphy Pledges to Fight President's Proposed Cuts to Saint Mary's, Waterbury
Hospitals

Today, Congressman Chris Murphy (CT-5) denounced the Medicare and Medicaid budget cuts proposed by President
Bush at a press conference held at Saint Mary's Hospital in Waterbury. According to the Connecticut Hospital
Association, hospitals in the 5th Congressional District could lose $65 million over five years if this budget is adopted.
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Waterbury, CT -- Today, Congressman Chris Murphy (CT-5) denounced the Medicare and Medicaid budget cuts
proposed by President Bush at a press conference held at Saint Mary’s Hospital in Waterbury. According to the
Connecticut Hospital Association, hospitals in the 5th Congressional District could lose $65 million over five years if this
budget is adopted. 


"Connecticut’s doctors, nurses, and patients deserve better than this budget offers. Saint Mary’s Hospital and Waterbury
Hospital provide to Waterbury residents with excellent care, but this budget is an insult to all of their hard work. These
cuts are unacceptable, and I am fighting to make sure they don’t become a reality," said Murphy. Murphy has signed a
letter to House Budget Committee requesting the Committee to reject the President’s proposed cuts, and to protect
access to hospital care for Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries.


Saint Mary’s Hospital President Bob Ritz stated the proposed cuts mean a $7 million loss over five years to the hospital.
Ritz stated the proposed budget is not in touch with the reality of the healthcare system in Connecticut. 


"Connecticut hospitals together with our Waterbury delegation are working to close a $250 million gap in funding for the
state Medicaid program. As one of the state’s largest providers of Medicaid services, we see the proposed federal budget
as a one-two punch. The estimated cut of $7 million would further deepen Saint Mary’s existing loss of $15 million from
the state Medicaid program. We see both situations as untenable," said Ritz.


Under the President’s budget, Connecticut’s 520,000 Medicare beneficiaries could be asked to pay increased premiums
to finance a nationwide $252 billion cut over ten years in the program. Medicaid would also be cut by $50 billion in that
same time period, meaning cuts to services for 375,000 of Connecticut’s poorest residents. 


While this budget attempts to slash Medicare and Medicaid, it does nothing to provide coverage to America’s 47 million
uninsured citizens. Over the past decade, 6.8 million more Americans have lost coverage, including 393,000 in
Connecticut. 


"The President’s budget only makes matters worse when it comes to health insurance coverage. I am going to fight to
restore the federal funds for Medicare and Medicaid, and I am committed to working through the gridlock in Washington
to ensure that all Americans have access to quality healthcare," said Murphy.
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