
Murphy Announces Legislation to Require Public Input in Future Candlewood Lake
Management Decisions

Today, Congressman Chris Murphy (CT-5) held a press conference in Danbury to unveil legislation to require the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to hold local public hearings before issuing any land use decisions.


Contact: Kristen Bossi
202) 225-4476

DANBURY, CT – Today, Congressman Chris Murphy (CT-5) held a press conference in Danbury to unveil legislation to
require the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to hold local public hearings before issuing any land use
decisions. Residents of the Candlewood Lake area, local elected officials, and Murphy have all requested that FERC
hold a public hearing on its draft shoreline management plan (SMP), which will be used to guide the management of the
land surrounding Candlewood Lake. These requests have been denied, so Murphy is introducing legislation to ensure
that FERC must allow for more public input in future land use decisions.

"Candlewood Lake is a treasure enjoyed by not only the five towns surrounding the lake, but thousands of visitors. My
legislation can’t turn the clock back on how lake residents were treated in the shoreline management plan drafting
process, but it will prevent future requests for public hearings from being denied," said Murphy.

In 2004, FERC reissued Candlewood Lake’s license, and the agency began the process of drafting a new SMP. The
purpose of the SMP is to lay out how the owner of the lake and the public will manage the natural resources surrounding
its facilities. During the drafting process and since the draft SMP was released, FERC has refused to hold a public
hearing in the Candlewood Lake area to take comments. 

Many lake area residents have concerns with the SMP to share. For example, the plan sets a fee scale on Candlewood
Lake residents on any property on company land, including docks, decks, gazebos, and sea walls. Some lake-side
property owners objected to the imposition of these fees, and though the new ownership company has agreed to seek
other revenue sources to offset the need for resident fees, these assurances have not been included in the SMP. In
order for their concerns to be heard in a public forum setting, elected officials, including Murphy, have asked for a FERC
public hearing regarding the SMP and have been denied. Murphy’s legislation would require FERC to hold a public
hearing when making any land use decision. 

"For too long, the energy industry has had their way in Washington D.C.. That time needs to come to an end, and we can
begin by passing this common sense legislation to give local residents a say in decisions affecting their land. FERC has
time to do the right thing on SMP approval, but if they don’t and they hand down a decision on this plan without a public
hearing, my legislation will make sure that this doesn’t happen again," said Murphy.
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