
Murphy's MMM Trail Protection Bill Approved by Key House Committee

Today, Congressman Chris Murphy's (CT-5) bill to extend and protect the Metacomet Monadnock Mattabesett (MMM)
Trail was approved by the House Resources Committee, taking it one step closer to consideration by the full House of
Representatives.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, Congressman Chris Murphy’s (CT-5) bill to extend and protect the Metacomet Monadnock
Mattabesett (MMM) Trail was approved by the House Resources Committee, taking it one step closer to consideration by
the full House of Representatives. 

"Passage of this bill through the Natural Resources Committee is great news. The MMM trail is so important to the
Farmington Valley and nearby towns, and this bill will give it the protection necessary to preserve it for the next
generation," said Murphy.

HR 1528, the New England National Scenic Trail Designation Act, would give the MMM trail, which stretches 220 miles
through Massachusetts and Connecticut, a "National Scenic Trail" designation. This designation would provide an
opportunity for long term viability by protecting against increasing pressures from residential subdivision growth.
Communities in the Fifth District that would benefit from this designation include the Farmington Valley, New Britain, and
Meriden.

Two million people live within ten miles of the trail and thousands of Connecticut residents enjoy the recreational
opportunities provided by it. Currently, the entire system is predominantly managed and maintained by volunteers, and
much of it relies on the generosity and commitment of landowners who voluntarily allow it to cross their lands. 

"This trail gives families the opportunity to escape the lure of video games and television and encourages them to enjoy
the outdoors. If we can instill in our children a passion for the environment and the outdoors while they’re young, they will
carry it with them for the rest of their lives. By designating the MMM as a National Scenic Trail we can ensure that it will
be around for young people to enjoy for years to come," said Murphy.

Murphy has been pushing this bill since he came to Congress in January. In May, he testified before the Subcommittee
on National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands in support of HR 1528. Yesterday, he sent a letter to Natural Resources
Committee Chairman Nick J. Rahall and other Committee Members asking for their quick approval of this legislation.

"I am pleased that the House Natural Resources Committee was able to move forward this legislation, and I commend
Rep. Chris Murphy, a valued Member of the House of Representatives, for his efforts in seeing that the Metacomet
Monadnock Mattabesett trail system is protected for future generations to recreate and enjoy," said Chairman Rahall.

As Chairman of the Congressional Land Conservation Caucus, Murphy has been assisting the House leadership in
crafting legislation to protect open space across the country. Murphy sought out this position earlier this year because he
knows that protecting open space in the Fifth District is so important to his constituents. Since taking office, he has met
with several organizations whose missions are to protect various trails, rivers, and scenic vistas in the District.
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