
Murphy Announces Report Confirming Bush Administration's Political Manipulation of
Science

Today, Congressman Chris Murphy (CT-5) joined his colleagues on the House Oversight and Government Reform
Committee in approving and releasing a Committee report about the Bush Administration's political interference with
climate change science.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, Congressman Chris Murphy (CT-5) joined his colleagues on the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee in approving and releasing a Committee report about the Bush Administration’s political
interference with climate change science. The report analyzes evidence that "leads to one inescapable conclusion: the
Bush Administration has engaged in a systematic effort to manipulate climate change science and mislead policymakers
and the public about the dangers of global warming."


"This report confirms our worst fears – the Bush Administration chose to disregard one of the greatest threats to our
nation, global warming, just to score political points with its friends. While nations around the world are working to
address the human impact on our planet, our leadership has been systemically hiding the truth from us. It’s a sad
statement on our democracy," said Murphy.


For the past 16 months, the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee has been investigating allegations of
political interference with government climate change science under the Bush Administration. During the course of this
investigation, the Committee obtained over 27,000 pages of documents from the White House Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) and Commerce Department, held two investigative hearings, and deposed or interviewed key officials.
Much of the information made available to the Committee has never been publicly disclosed.


This extensive investigation revealed that the White House censored climate scientists by limiting their access to the
press and editing their work, including testimony before Congress and scientific documents. The White House also edited
Environmental Protection Agency legal opinions.


Manipulation was even used in the Bush Administration’s communications strategy in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
According to Kent Laborde, a career public affairs officer at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, media
requests related to climate change issues were handled differently from other requests because "I would have to route
media inquires through CEQ." This practice was particularly evident after Hurricane Katrina. Mr. Laborde was asked by
the Committee, "Did the White House and the Department of Commerce not want scientists who believed that climate
change was increasing hurricane activity talking with the press?" He responded: "There was a consistent approach that
might have indicated that."


"The United States is a global leader in so many ways, but we are falling behind in our efforts to combat climate change.
It’s not too late to do what is right for the future of our nation," said Murphy.


Murphy is an original cosponsor of H.R. 1590, The Safe Climate Act of 2007, which directs the federal government to
take various steps to reduce U.S. emissions of the pollutants that cause global warming to 1990 levels by 2020.
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