
Murphy Announces $1.5 Million Economic Recovery Grant for Bethel's Apollo Solar

Apollo Solar of Bethel has been a cutting edge leader in solar power, and now its work will be supported by a $1.5 million
federal grant to develop commercial ready solar power technology for the nation.  A portion of the grant announced today
comes from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) to advance the next stage of development of solar
energy grid integration systems (SEGIS) nationwide. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - Apollo Solar of Bethel has been a cutting edge leader in solar power, and now its work will be
supported by a $1.5 million federal grant to develop commercial ready solar power technology for the nation.  A portion of
the grant announced today comes from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) to advance the next stage
of development of solar energy grid integration systems (SEGIS) nationwide.  Congressman Chris Murphy (CT-5), who
has met with Apollo Solar executives, advocated for the funding in a letter to the Department of Energy (DoE) in June.  



"Bethel's Apollo Solar is at the epicenter of energy technology that will power our future.  It's an exciting time for their
company, its employees, and Connecticut, where we have a stellar reputation for creating the next big thing in clean
energy. This grant is another example of the recovery effort impacting our state," said Murphy.



DoE is working to help ensure that the nation's electrical grid reliability is maintained and improved as solar energy
technologies reach cost competitiveness.  Apollo Solar's project creates innovative "smart grid" inverters using energy
storage and two-way communications between solar electrical systems and utilities - "demand-response" devices that
allow consumers to manage their energy use to save money and increase efficiency.  Apollo Solar's work has the
potential to reduce electricity costs, streamline transmission, and create clean energy jobs.



"Connecticut needs to seize the opportunities created by clean energy investments to create jobs and bring down
electricity costs.  We can't afford to continue to using power sources of the past, and I am ready to help any Connecticut
company with breaking into this market," said Murphy.



Apollo Solar was previously awarded a grant under the SEGIS program in August of 2008 to conduct market analyses
and feasibility studies for this technology. Apollo Solar is based in Bethel, Connecticut, and was founded in 2002, serving
a worldwide customer base. 
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