
House Energy and Commerce Committee Approves Murphy's Amendment to Give
Troubled Kids Access to Health Care

As the House Energy and Commerce Committee continues its work on health care reform legislation, Congressman
Chris Murphy (CT-5) secured passage of an amendment to allow kids coming out of juvenile detention centers who had
health insurance via Medicaid prior to their incarceration to regain their Medicaid coverage when they are released. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - As the House Energy and Commerce Committee continues its work on health care reform
legislation, Congressman Chris Murphy (CT-5) secured passage of an amendment to allow kids coming out of juvenile
detention centers who had health insurance via Medicaid prior to their incarceration to regain their Medicaid coverage
when they are released.  Medicaid is a federal program to help low income individuals and families gain access to health
care services.  






"The health care system we have now fails those who need access to care the most, and unfortunately, a perfect
example of this failure is kids in our juvenile justice system.  Being healthy is crucial to the growth of kids who have
struggled to find their place in society, and cutting off access to basic care will only create unnecessary obstacles for
them," said Murphy. 






The current system, in which juvenile offenders are removed from the Medicaid roles while in a juvenile detention facility,
results in those juveniles not signing back up for Medicaid, which they still qualify for, within a year or even ever again. 
According to a 2005 study of young males released from juvenile facilities in New York City, 77% of them did not have
Medicaid coverage one year after their release despite most of them being eligible for the program.






While Murphy's amendment would suspend their Medicaid coverage while the youth is incarcerated, it would help kids
reintegrate into their community and reduce the likelihood of recidivism.  Access to health care is of utmost importance to
these youths because as many as 60% of juveniles in the juvenile justice system meet the criteria of at least three mental
health disorders, yet in many cases they are released without any access to health care coverage.






"Our current system is failing thousand of kids who need all the help they can get to put their lives back on track.  This
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health care reform effort is our chance to change that sad fact," said Murphy.
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