
Reps. Murphy, DeLauro Hold "Riding Meeting" on Waterbury to Bridgeport Rail Line to
Promote Commuter Rail in the Naugatuck Valley

Today, U.S. Representatives Chris Murphy (CT-5) and Rosa DeLauro (CT-3) rode the Waterbury to Bridgeport rail line to
promote commuter rail in the Naugatuck Valley.  They were joined by representatives from the area Chambers of
Commerce, the Central Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments and local elected officials for a "riding meeting" about
how they can work together to improve service and further expand ridership on the line. 
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WATERBURY, CT - Today, U.S. Representatives Chris Murphy (CT-5) and Rosa DeLauro (CT-3) rode the Waterbury to
Bridgeport rail line to promote commuter rail in the Naugatuck Valley.  They were joined by representatives from the area
Chambers of Commerce, the Central Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments and local elected officials for a "riding
meeting" about how they can work together to improve service and further expand ridership on the line. 



"Here in the greater Waterbury area, we've got the seeds of what could be a life-changing and time-saving rail line for
people to commute on every day.  Working together, we can modernize this route and add conveniently-timed trips so
that people can get out of their cars and into a relaxing train.  I'm thrilled that we were able to gather today to talk about
how to make that goal a reality, and I will be heading back to Washington armed with some new ideas," said Murphy. 



"Increased commuter traffic on the Waterbury line demonstrates that people are looking for more mass transit
opportunities to get to and fro," said DeLauro.  "I will continue to fight for our fair share of federal transportation dollars to
make improvements to the Waterbury line as Congress takes up annual appropriations and a new surface transportation
bill in the coming months.  Ensuring that people have access to safe and convenient mass transportation options is good
for the economy and the environment." 



Ridership in the first six months of 2009 has climbed 7.8% on the Waterbury rail line compared with the first six months of
2008, growing at a faster rate than any other branch in the state.  The Waterbury branch parallels Connecticut Route 8,
which is a major traffic artery and is often congested during rush hour.  According to Connecticut Department of
Transportation surveys, 78% of Waterbury line riders have access to a car, meaning they voluntarily choose to commute
by train. 



Many stations along the line lack public address systems and ticket machines, and the line remains a single-track route
which doesn't allow for flexibility in scheduling trains.  Without improvements to the corridor, ridership on this line is
projected to grow to the year 2030 at a low to moderate rate. Improved transit service in the corridor could attract new
ridership, which, in turn, may serve to slow the growth of cars on the road.  It could also spur new "smart growth"
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development in communities near the rail line.  Murphy and DeLauro have requested increased funding for the state's
three branch lines as part of a pending transportation bill. 
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