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WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, the House of Representatives passed a collection of annual appropriations bills that
included $100,000 Congressman Chris Murphy (CT-5) secured to expand the Western Connecticut State University's
"Building a Bridge to Improve Student Success" program to Danbury and Bethel public middle schools. The "Bridges"
program encourages students to attend college and better prepare themselves for college-level work in the sciences,
mathematics, and writing.






"Educators always tell me that if we don't set kids on a track to prepare for higher education early, then before we know
it, it's too late to help them reach their full potential.  These federal funds will help Western Connecticut State University
and the cities of Danbury and Bethel start this process with middle school age kids, and help them achieve dreams that
they may not even have realized yet," said Murphy.






To improve college readiness, the current high school program:






 






&bull;·        gives high school juniors WCSU's placement exams in writing and math so that they know where they would
place if they were to attend WCSU that semester;






&bull;·        provides for WCSU and high school faculty to meet in the summers to plan curricular changes for the high school
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students' senior year with a focus on helping at-risk students become college-ready; and






&bull;·        retests high school students in the spring of their senior year to measure progress.






With this funding, WCSU would expand this program so that Danbury and Bethel's middle school students would be
brought to the campus for enrichment activities.






This funding package is expected to be approved by the U.S. Senate and signed by President Obama in the coming
weeks.
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