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WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, Congressman Chris Murphy
(CT-5) wrote to H. James Boice, Acting Commissioner of the Connecticut
Department of Transportation (ConnDOT) and Brad Keazer, Connecticut
Division Administrator of the Federal Highway Administration, to
request that they meet with him as soon as possible to determine how
ConnDOT can quickly move forward to resolve the reported delay of the
widening of Route 7 between Danbury and Ridgefield.



According to press reports, funding constraints have
made it impossible for ConnDOT to move forward with the planned
widening project as scheduled.



"While Governor's Rell's office has promised to
outline a &lsquo;plan of action' to remedy the immediate situation, I am
concerned as to why this particular project was selected for delay as
it is a critical artery for moving goods and people in Southwestern and
Western Connecticut. I understand the fiscal constraints that
construction inflation present ConnDOT, but I strongly disagree with
the decision to delay this particular project," wrote Murphy.



The project was slated to include the use of federal
dollars. Murphy is working to secure additional federal transportation
funds in Congress in the Fiscal Year 2009 budget for the second phase
of the Route 7 widening project. But with this announcement regarding
the postponement of the project, Murphy has concerns regarding how
ConnDOT is choosing to allocate available federal transportation funds
authorized in the last highway reauthorization bill.



"We need to sit down and work together to ensure that
the resumption of the project will not continue to be unduly delayed,"
said Murphy.
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